
 

  

 

   

    

 
 

 

 

 

CHECK OUT THE NEW  

‘Springfield Honors Academy’  

Facebook page and  

Twitter account #SpHonorsAcademy! 

 

IMPORTANT PHONE 
NUMBERS 

SHA MAIN LINE 
413-787-6707 

 

SHA ATTENDANCE LINE 
413-787-6814 

 

SHA MISSION STATEMENT 

Springfield Honors Academy develops the 

intellectual curiosity and emotional 

maturity of every member of its student 

body. We are committed to providing our 

students a safe environment in which they 

can advance their scholarship and realize 

their greatest potential. To that end, our 

students will gain admission into, find 

success within, and ultimately graduate 

from competitive four-year colleges, 

ready to achieve and contribute greatly 

to the world in which they live. 

Dear SHA Families – 

 

October has arrived in all its autumn splendor, and with it 

Springfield Honors Academy is starting to see some real growth 

as a newly established academic institution. Our Student 

Government has taken root, our first set of grades and testing 

results are in hand, and upcoming student activities, such as 

Dress Like a College Student and the culmination of our global 

outreach project: Sending Light to Puerto Rico, are bringing us 

together as a school community.  

There is much to look forward to this month:  

 Taking the PSAT 8/9 – kicking off our journey to college 

readiness 

 Half Day of School for SHA only and Dress Like a 

College Student Day on October 11th 

 Parent Teacher Conferences (LED BY STUDENTS) on 

October 11th  

 SHA Field Trip to Springfield Museums on October 13th  

 Our first PGAC (Parents and Guardians Advisory Council) 

Meeting and Parent Class: Supporting Student Success on 

October 16th, beginning at 6pm 

 10/16 THINK PINK for Breast Cancer Awareness. 

Students and Staff can wear pink shirts, ties, or socks! 

 Go Get It! College Week – beginning October 23rd  

We will keep striving to become the best we can be as an 

academy with each passing month and look forward to your 

continued support of our efforts to give your student the best 

high school experience we can provide, here at SHA. We need 

our families to stand with us as we work to grow our students’ 

academic prowess, work habits, independence, character, and 

truly deepen their understanding of what it means to be the best 

for their world. Please reach out to us if you have any 

suggestions or concerns, so we can work together in partnership 

to make a worthy future for our amazing students. 

 

Vestri Optimus Pro Mundo,  

Principal Grace Howard-Donlin  

and Assistant Principal Dena Cooper 

 

October 2017 



CLASSROOM UPDATES 

Margaret Hersey 
English Teacher / Demystification of the Arts Instructor 

herseym@springfieldpublicschools.com 
The creative juices are flowing in B338! Literature and Composition just completed a deep dive into Sandra Cisneros’ The House on Mango Street. 

Students analyzed the way Cisneros uses language to in the form of vignettes (or short focused stories) to develop themes of hope, despair, identity and 
belonging. As a way to connect with her work students are writing their own autobiographical vignettes focused on the same themes. We will be working as 
a class to organize all of their writing into a book we will be publishing. Please be on the lookout for information about how to order a copy! 

In Demystification of the Arts students just completed a ten photo series centered around the question “what is art?” All student projects were posted 
on a private Instagram page. The outcomes were thoughtful and interesting. Ask your student to show you theirs! 

 
Ian Howes 

Biology Teacher 

howesi@springfieldpublicschools.com 
This past month in Biology, we have been focusing on Ecology. We ventured through the many realms within ecosystems such as energy transfer, 

population dynamics, species interaction, biogeochemical cycles, biomes, and biodiversity. We completed some visual presentations on these topics, became 
a carbon atom and travelled through the carbon cycle, invented out own symbiotic relationships with mythical creatures, and learned about a complicated 
food web with the help of our native hero, Dr. Seuss. We are all looking forward to the next unit coming up in October, the basis of life: Biochemistry. 
 
Anjali Martins 

Mathematics (Algebra, Advanced Integrated Geometry) Teacher 

martinsa@springfieldpublicschools.com 
The month of September has been an exciting and challenging month for Math for all students in SHA. In Algebra 1, students have had their first brush 

with abstract thinking in a Mathematical context. Students have responded well to this challenge and most have been able to make the required conceptual 
leap from dealing with numbers to dealing with variables.  

In the Integrated Math seminar, students have been introduced to Logic and constructing truth tables. This will fuel their curiosity about coding and 
advanced logic as areas of study in later academic life. We have also started understanding and applying the concept of congruence. In SHA we believe in 
going the extra mile and helping our students master concepts (like congruence) and how that is different from other concepts (like similarity). The journey 
towards conceptual mastery in Mathematics is well underway in SHA with the co-operation, participation and enthusiasm of our students. 

 
Sara Runkle 

Wellness Teacher/School Counselor 

runkles@springfieldpublicschools.com 
The Wellness class began with students identifying challenges that teens face in their lives and understanding that having a plan and tools will help them 

more successfully navigate these challenged. We began learning about The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens. First students learned that having positive 
habits will make them more effective in life and had an overview of 7 positive habits. Next, students learned about how paradigms influence how they see 
themselves and the world and the importance of being principle-centered. Next we will be learning that change starts with self and the necessity of self-care.  
 

James Ryan 
History Teacher / World Scholar  
Seminar Instructor/Service Learning Lead 

ryanj@springfieldpublicschools.com 
 

Pre-AP World History has been making its way through time and space, exploring the theme of Prosperity.  We have been constructing ideas of what 
makes a nation-state prosperous, and have been analyzing how communities have found success through industrialization, exploration, and trade.  Students 
have also been developing their critical thinking, reading, and writing skills alongside historic content.  Next up?  The joys and wonders of Nationalism and 
Imperialism! 

 
The World Scholar Seminar has certainly been busy!  After exploring the idea of sustainability, and coordinating relief and recovery efforts to areas struck 

by hurricanes, the Seminar now focuses on the United Nations’ 17 Sustainable Development Goals.  These Goals will be the mission of Seminar students as 
they develop solutions to global issues at the local level.  To learn more about the 17 Goals, visit http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-
development-goals/  
 

Lance Piantaggini 
Latin Teacher 

piantagginil@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Students began making connections between key terms in Science, English, and History classes here at SHA with common Latin words, and Greek & 
Latin roots they’ll be exposed to in Latin. Among the terms from other classes, Latin is clearly seen in words like integrity, species, characterization, 
essential, prosperity, and commerce. The focus in class has been on following routines that contribute to an ideal environment for listening—the first step 
to understanding a new language—as well as reading about each other’s interests using the most frequent Latin verbs. 
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SHA FIELD TRIP 
Fri. Oct. 13th 

9:15a-1:15p 
“A unique and imaginative exhibit that brings 

together original graphic novel art from the 

collection of local Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 

enthusiast Elias Derby and the Museums’ own 

world-famous collection of Japanese artwork, 

arms and armor.” 

https://springfieldmuseums.org/exhibitions/turtle-power/  

 

SHA students will tour the exhibits, have lunch in the courtyard, and participate in a 
museum scavenger hunt! Students and SHA Staff will be walking to the George Walter 
Vincent Smith Art Museum at 220 State Street. Lunch will be provided for the students. 
Students will return to SHA in time for their 7th period class. 
 
MORE INFORMATION COMING HOME SOON! 

Supporting 

Student  

Success 

 

 

 

Support Homework Expectations 

During the high school years, homework gets more intense and 

grades become critical for college plans. Amid all these changes, 

many teens are learning how to balance academics with 

extracurricular activities, social lives, and jobs. 

An important way to help is to make sure your teen has a quiet, well-lit, distraction-free place to study 

that's stocked with supplies. Distraction-free means no phone, TV, or websites other than homework-related 

resources. Be sure to check in from time to time to make sure that your teen hasn't gotten distracted. 

http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/school-help-teens.html# 

If there is no quiet place at home to complete assignments, consider allowing your student to stay 

afterschool, work in the local library, or take advantage of local YMCA programs that are open to students. SHA 

students have been discussing time management skills, including setting aside two hours per night for homework 

and prioritizing academic, social, family and employment demands. 

At 6:30pm following the Parent Guardian Advisory Council (PGAC) meeting on 10/16 there will be a 30-

minute workshop for parents on Supporting Student Success.  

 

http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/help-teen-homework.html
http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/job.html
http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/tv-habits.html
http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/school-help-teens.html


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Our Neighbors… 

 Please make sure to check out the SHA bulletin board for Commerce-based Clubs and 

Organizations in which you are invited to take part. 

 Remember you are ambassadors of SHA when traveling in the hallways of Commerce, make a 

good impression of yourself and SHA. 
 Athletics Schedule: http://miaa.net/schools/public/HighSp 

AS THE WEATHER COOLS DOWN, PLEASE 

REMEMBER OUR DRESS CODE; 

 Sweater color – Gray, no hoods 

 Sweatshirt – Athletic, ¼ zip pullover issued to Class of 2021 students 

may be worn only (tie showing) 

 

FRIDAY DRESS DOWN DAYS 

 Jeans (No rips), long pants, skirts or shorts (no more than 2 inches 

above the knee), or capri pants are acceptable 

 Must be business casual fit for tops and bottoms. 

 Stretch pants are not acceptable. 

 Must not be too loose, determined at school’s discretion (e.g. no 

baggy jeans or over-sized shirts). 

 No low-cut shirts. 
Taken from the SHS Parent Student Handbook 

Sulmarie ‘Sulie’ Huertas was 

interviewed about SHA for 

‘Crossing the Divide’ The 

Groundtruth Project-WGBH. 

Visit XTHEDIVIDE.ORG for 

more information. 

Laila Kibodya is a Project 351 Ambassador. Fall Service supports the fight to end 

hunger in the Commonwealth by raising awareness, resources, and food donations for 

hometown food pantries.  

Project 351 is an innovative statewide youth-driven service organization that unites an 

eighth grade Ambassador from every city and town in the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts for a transformative year of leadership development, enrichment, and 

impact. Through unique service opportunities, Ambassadors gain valuable skills, create 

positive change in communities, build a statewide network of values-aligned peers, and 

unite the Commonwealth in common purpose.  

For More Information, log onto http://www.project351.org/program 
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“Developing strong connections to home – grounded in an understanding of the values that our families place on 

their children’s education -  will be central to the success of our school.  

Parents/Guardians entrust their young adults to our care and our mission; it is our goal to be inclusive of our 

parent/guardian base, keep clear, open channels of communication, and build a trusting relationship from which 

both home and school will benefit.” 

Taken from the 2017 SHA PARENT/STUDENT HANDBOOK, section ‘Culture Norms: Family and Community Interactions’ 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT SHA DATES 
 

Mon. Oct. 9th Columbus Day- School Closed 

Wed. Oct. 11th Half-day for SHA Students! 

Parent Teacher Conferences 1p-3p, 4p-7p (your 

student has a flier with more information) 

Mon. Oct. 16th First Parent Guardian Advisory 

Council Meeting 6:00-6:30p followed by ‘Supporting 

Student Success” workshop from 6:30-7:00p. 

COLLEGE 

CORNER 

October is 

COLLEGE AWARENESS 

MONTH! 

Parent Action Plan: 9th Grade 

The beginning of high school is an 

exciting time. Your child may be 

adjusting to a new school, making new 

friends and becoming more 

independent. But your child still needs 

your help and involvement.  

Here are some things you can 

do together to succeed this year. 

This list is by The College Board. Visit 

their website for links for more 

information and planning tools for 

each of the following tips. 
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get

-started/for-parents/parent-action-

plan-9th-grade 

 Make sure your child meets with the 

school counselor. Your child should 

schedule a meeting to talk about 

college and career options. 

 Help your child set goals for the school 

year. Working toward specific goals 

helps your child stay motivated and 

focused. 

 Make a plan to check in regularly about 

schoolwork. If you keep up with your 

child's tests, papers and homework 

assignments, you can celebrate 

successes and head off problems as a 

team.  

 Talk about extracurricular activities. 

Getting involved in clubs and other 

groups is a great way for your child to 

identify interests and feel more 

engaged in school. 

 

 

SHA  

College Awareness  

Month Activities 

 

Mon. 10/16 At 6:30pm following the Parent Guardian 

Advisory Council (PGAC) meeting there 

will be a 30-minute workshop for parents 

on Supporting Student Success. 

Mon. 10/16 THINK PINK; Students and Staff can wear a 

pink shirt, a pink tie, and or pink socks to 

support Breast Cancer Awareness 

“GO GET IT!” Week 10/23-10/27 

 Students can check out the SHA mirror where 

success is mirrored back at them. 

 Students can take part in a college-themed 

scavenger hunt. 

 Students will hear stories about college memories 

from SHA Administration and Faculty. 

 On Fri. 10/27, Students and Staff can ‘show your 

colors’ by wearing college logo gear. 

 


